St. James’ Vestry Covenant

Adopted by 2026-2027 Vestry on May 19, 2026

Paul writes in his letter to the Romans: “In Christ we, though many, form one body, and each
member belongs to all the others.” (Romans 12:5)

As Vestry members of St. James’ Church, we commit ourselves to serve God and this parish with
faithfulness, integrity, and courage. Guided by prayer and grounded in our mission to actively share
the love of Jesus Christ with each other, our city, and the world, we offer these promises to God and
one another.

To do that, we will:

Pray

We root our leadership in an active, datly velationship with God.

Support the church’s mission by word and deed

Keep the work of the Vestry, the congregation and clergy of St James’, and one another in our
prayers at Vestry meetings and retreats and in our personal prayers

Practice gratitude, name our thanksgiving, and seek to grow our relationships with God

Participate in the life at St James’ — including attending Sunday services regularly and
participating in forums, special events, and other church programs

Work

We serve the whole parish with humility, clarity, and collaboration.

Respect each other’s opinions, build consensus, and seek reconciliation quickly — holding each
other with grace

Support the Rector, engage in mutual ministry, and uphold our role as fiduciaries in the
management of the church’s resources and finances

Set goals for the Vestry and St. James’ with realistic and manageable timelines

Keep Vestry discussions confidential and be as open and transparent with the parish as
appropriate

Give
We model generosity as a joyful spiritual practice.

Encourage each other to grow as mission-focused leaders by lifting up the needs of the
congregation and the community

Consistently focus on stewardship and commit to 100% Vestry participation in annual
stewardship campaigns

Model generous stewardship of time, talent, and treasure, reflecting the parish’s call to give from
abundance and gratitude

. Following Jesus who came among us “not to be served but to serve,” give our time to those in

need (Matthew 20:28)



Grow
We commit ourselves to spivitual, communal, and missional growth.

. Deepen our own formation through prayer, study, worship, and reflection
. Remain open to change and to the Spirit’s guidance for St. James’ future
. Seek out visitors and new members to welcome and support them

. Share the good news of Jesus Christ and our work at St. James’ in our broader communities
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