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Pastoral Committee
The work of the Pastoral Committee 
focuses on pastoral care for all St. James’ 
members. To this end, the Committee 
works with Lay Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lay Prayer Visitors, and Stephen 
Ministers to search out and care for 
the members of the parish who are in 
need or are unable to attend church 
services regularly because of distress or 
illness. The Pastoral Committee also 
hosts the bi-annual Pastoral Eucharist 
and Luncheon and supports the Coler 
Hospital ministry, Project Contact, and 
the Pastoral Apartment team as well as 
various other ministries. 
Chair: Arminda Thomas 646.425-5515

Career Assistance Ministry
The Career Assistance Ministry provides 
practical assistance to parishioners 
who are having diffi culties with their 
careers, in a manner that complements 
the spiritual guidance provided by 
St. James’ other ministries. We have 
several “career coaches” who work 
with parishioners to develop and 

implement job search plans and to 
connect them with other resources, 
including programs outside St. James’. 
Networking groups meet twice a month 
on Sundays, often with professional 
guest speakers.
Contact: Ken Weisshaar 212.734-5855
CareerMinistryatStJames@gmail.com

Healing Prayer Ministry
After Sunday worship services, com-
missioned Healing Prayer Lay Minis-
ters and clergy offer the laying on of 
hands and prayers in the chapel. All 
are invited to receive these prayers for 
themselves or for someone they love. 
Parishioners are chosen for this minis-
try because of their faithful prayer life, 
their willingness to reach out to those 
in need, and their trustworthiness in 
keeping confi dences. Initial instruc-
tion followed by monthly prayer and 
discussion groups provide ongoing 
spiritual growth and training for the 
Healing Prayer Ministers.
Contact: Katharine Fleming 
212.688-1124

Pastoral Eucharists 
and Luncheons

for older parishioners and guests 

who have diffi culty attending 

our regular holiday services

Christmas
Saturday, December 26

11:30 a.m.

Easter
Saturday, April 10

11:30 a.m.
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Health Ministry
Jesus’ ministry brought sick, isolated 
people into wholeness with their 
communities and reconciled them 
to God’s love. In this spirit, we have 
begun a new initiative, the St. James’ 
Health Ministries. The goals of this 
initiative are to highlight and connect 
the many things we already do here 
to foster health and wholeness among 
our congregation, and to support and 
foster lay people in health ministries 
they feel passionate about, such as 
health discussion groups, educational 
programs and advocacy projects. Fall 
offerings include a book group reading 
Good is the Flesh: Body, Soul & Christian 
Faith, ed. Jean Derston, a Lectio Divina 
group, Praying the Scriptures, and Ogan 
Donation Sunday.
Contact: Wendy Wade
moreliver@aol.com

Lay Visitors Ministry
Lay Visitors demonstrate that St. James’ 
is not only a building, but a living Body 
of Christ, seeking to draw all people to 
God beyond the walls of 865 Madison 
Avenue. The Lay Visitors Ministry is a 
lifeline for many parishioners who are 
homebound, hospitalized or in a nurs-
ing home, and who can no longer at-
tend services. Lay Visitors form long-
term relationships with the individu-
als they are assigned, visiting regularly 
and checking in by telephone, often 
becoming an important part of each 
other’s lives.
Lay Visitors meet as a group about fi ve 
times a year for training on such top-
ics as how to be a good listener, how to 
pray with another person and how to 
be a comforting presence if a person is 
no longer able to converse.
Chair: Joan Dunn, 718.898-0950

Coler Hospital Ministry
   Once a month, the St. James’ volun-
teer team meets on the front steps of 
the church for the ride to Coler Hospi-
tal, a public facility on Roosevelt Island 
where some of the city’s poorest people 
reside. Suffering from chronic illness 
or severe disabilities, Coler’s popula-
tion ranges across all age groups, and 
includes a large children’s ward. Some 
will spend their entire lives there. Many 
have no family or outside friends. Vol-
unteers gather in the Coler chaplain’s 
offi ce for a light lunch and then dis-

perse to various wards to bring resi-
dents in wheelchairs to the Protestant 
chapel for a worship service of hymns 
and prayers. You may also volunteer to 
drive those who do this ministry.
Contact: Janice Addams 212.288-3899

Christmas and Easter Pastoral 
Eucharist and Luncheons
Twice a year, a special event fi lls the 
halls of St. James’ with music, joy, 
laughter and the Holy Spirit. The 
Pastoral Eucharistic luncheons, held 
at Christmas and Easter for older 
parishioners and guests from the 
Morningside House nursing home, 
are a highlight of the year and attract 
many volunteers who share in the 
celebration. Guests attend a special 
service, enjoying hymns and carols, 
and the season’s decorations. This is 
a great way to become involved in 
pastoral ministry if you have just one 
day to give.
Chair: Joan Dunn, 718.898-0950

Lay Eucharistic Ministry
The Lay Eucharistic Ministers represent 
the Church beyond its walls and are liv-
ing reminders that the sick and infi rm 
are integral parts of the community 
which is the body of Christ. In teams 
of two, Lay Eucharistic Ministers carry 
pre-consecrated Holy Communion to 
hospitalized parishioners and those 
who are permanently homebound 
due to age or infi rmity.  They also visit 
those who are temporarily incapacitat-
ed, either recovering from surgery, ill-
ness, or unable to attend church due to 
their own roles as caregivers, including 
mothers of new infants. Lay Eucharis-
tic Ministers are trained by clergy and 
licensed by the diocese. 
Chair: Henry Garner, 212.288-9435

Pastoral Apartment
A small apartment is made available to 
patients referred from Memorial Hospi-
tal. A team of volunteers helps care for 
the apartment and its guests. 
Contact: Arminda Thomas 
646.425-5515

Project Contact
Keeps in touch with our older parishio-
ners by phone, keeping caring relation-
ships going and relaying information 
about pastoral needs to the clergy.
Contact: The Rev. Martie Metzler

Newcomer Ministry
The Newcomer Ministry, composed 
of the Welcome Committee and 
Greeters, is here to welcome and invite 
newcomers to the life at St. James’. 
Greeters serve a vital function as 
the fi rst face of St. James’ to many of 
newcomers and visitors. The Welcome 
Committee meets monthly to plan 
for transitioning newcomers into the 
community at St. James’. We help 
new members get to know the people 
at the church so that they can make 
true spiritual connections and have 
a better understanding of the parish. 
The Newcomer Ministry’s work of 
hospitality goes far beyond a quick 
hello; it is our fi rst step in extending 
the love of Christ and welcoming 
everyone into the mission and ministry 
at St. James’.
Contact: Stewart Palmer 212.750-3798
stewart.palmer@aya.yale.edu
Bona Yang 646.964-5918
bona.1219@gmail.com

The Way at St. James’
The Way at St James’ is a 7-week 
program to explore and practice 
your faith in a small group within 
the parish community. We share our 
stories—hearing from clergy, laity, 
and each other—while walking our 
journey together. We also learn about 
the ministries of St. James’. But even 
more than learning about the Church, 
we learn to be the Church. 
As we explore what it means to be 
a Christian through the baptismal 
covenant, the Life of Christ, and our 
individual gifts and strengths, we fi nd 
bread for our journey and become the 
Body of Christ. 
Contact: 
Adams Pinckney 864.907-0500 
adamspinckney@mac.com
Sandy Bertsch 212.452-4640
skbertsch@att.net 

Contact Information

The Rev. Martie Metzler
Associate Rector for Pastoral Care
212.774-4255
mmetzler@stjames.org

and those mentioned in each of these 
ministries


